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SUBJECT: FORTHCOMING CHANGE IN LEADERSHIP OF FANK AND CABINET 
RESHUFFLE 

I HAVE JUST RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING NOTE FROM PRIME MINISTER 
LONG BORET GIVING DETAILS ONTHE ABOVE SUBJECT. 

BEGIN TEXT. (TRANSLATED FROM FRENCH) 

I HAVE TRIED REACHING YOU BY TELEPHONE SINCE THIS 
MORNING BUT MY TELEPHONE DOES NOT WORK. THE PURPOSE WAS 
TO INFORM YOU OF THE MARSHAL'S FINAL DECISION ON THE 
SUBJECT OF THE MILITARY LEADERSHIP. 

1. HE APPROVED THE NOMINATION OF LTG SAK SUTSAKHAN 

AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF FANK REPLACING LTG SOSTHENE FERNANDEZ. 

THE DECREE MAKING THIS CHANGE WILL BE SIGNED THIS EVENING 
AND ANNOUNCED PUBLICALY BY MEANS OF A MESSAGE BROADCAST 
OVER THE RADIO. 

2. HE HAS DECIDED TO DO AWAY WITH THE POST OF 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF FANK AND THE DECREE EFFECTING 
THIS WILL ALSO BE SIGNED THIS EVENING AT THE SAME 
TIME. 

3. HE IS IN AGREEMENT ABOUT NAMING LTG SAK SUTSAKHAN 
AS MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE, BUT THIS NOMINATION 
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FLING OF THE CABINET. THIS WILL NOT BE MENTIONED IN 
THIS EVENING'S ANNOUNCEMENT. 

4. IN THE SAME ANNOUNCEMENT HE WILL INDICATE THAT 
HE HAS ASKED THE PRIME MINISTER OF RESHUFFLE THE 
PRESENT CABINET AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

5. THE CHANGE OF COMMAND BETWEEN LTG SOSTHENE 
FERNANDEZ AND LTG SAK SUTSAKHAN WILL TAKE PLACE TOMOR- 
ROW, MARCH 12, AT THE PRESIDENTIAL PALANCE IN THE 
PRESENCE OF THE RANKING OFFICERS OF FANK/GENERAL STAFF 
AND NATIONAL DEFENSE, THE PRESIDENTS OF THE TWO CHAMBERS 
AND THE PRIME MINISTER. LTG SOSTHENE FERNANDEZ WILL 

BE DECORATED IN THE COURSE OF THIS CHANGE OF COMMAND 
CEREMONY. 

6. HE IS ALSO IN AGREEMENT WITH THE IDEA OF NAMING 

LTG SOSTHENE FERNANDEZ AS AMBASSADOR TO THE PHILIPPINES 
BUT HE ASKED ME TO ANNOUNCE NOTHING ABOUT THIS FOR THE 
PRESENT. HE WILL INFORM THE PERSON IN QUESTION A FEW 
DAYS AFTER THE CHANGE OF COMMAND. THIS WILL OCCUR, 

HE TOLD ME IN THE COURSE OF A RECEPTION OR DINNER THAT 
HE WILL GIVE IN HONOR OF LTG SOSTHENE FERNANDEZ. 

7. AS FAR AS THE NEW STRUCTURE OF MILITARY ADMINISTRA- 
TION IS CONCERNED, HE HAS PROVISIONALLY ADOPTED THE STATUTE 
IN EFFECT PRIOR TO THE NAMING OF LTG SOSTHENE AS COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF. HE APPEARS TO BE VERY RETICENT TO UNDERTAKE 

ANY CHANGE CONTRARY TO THE WISHES OF PARLIAMENT. 

8. THE ADMINISTRATION, RATHER THE RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES 
AT THE EMG (GENERAL STAFF) OF FANK, WILL REMAIN IN PLACE. 
THERE WILL BE NO CHANGES. AT LEAST NOT UNTIL SOME TIME 
HAS PASSED. 

END TEXT. 

DEAN 
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